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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Rationale.—In ancient times many imperfect babies 
were abandoned to die. History reveals that many thou¬ 
sands of nervous and mental patients were tortured in the 
belief that they were possessed of "devils.” Christianity 
brought an end to these practices although neglect was in 
evidence throughout the Middle Ages. It was not until 
the Sixteenth Century that the handicapped were considered 
worthy of special attention in the Old World, and not un¬ 
til the esrly Nineteenth Century were provisions made for 
their education in the United States. 
For centuries, the person suffering from mental re¬ 
tardation has been made to suffer two, three, and four 
times the burdens imposed upon him by nature. In addition 
to his own direct experience of his handicaps he has been 
called names, first pseudoscientifically, then viciously, 
by such words as "idiot," "imbecile," "moron," "defective," 
or just plain "backward." Like milk or eggs, he has been 
stamped with the terms "high grade" or "low grade." He 
has suffered from the wounded pride and the broken self¬ 
esteem of his parents and loved ones who even with the 
1 
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best will in the world could rarely love him with natural 
freedom of feeling and intention. He has been ostracized, 
isolated, mocked, exploited, institutionalized, or just 
"placed” as if storage were the main consideration. But 
now, thanks to the efforts of valiant professional workers 
and parents, he is being rediscovered as a person. Noth¬ 
ing human is alien to him, nor should he be alien to any 
other human being in joy and misery. To the extent that 
he is a developing human, he is reared and educated.^ 
Behind every handicap is a human being who has the 
same basic needs as non-handicapped persons. As is true 
of everyone, a handicapped person is incomplete without 
the spiritual growth that comes through the fellowship 
and inspiration of the church. Yet the religious and so¬ 
cial needs of handicapped persons tend to be neglected. 
The church is serving only a small percentage of the many 
children, young people, and adults who have a special need 
of its ministry because of a handicap. 
Handicapping is no respecter of age, race, economic 
status, or community. It comes to babies, children, youth, 
young adults, parents, middle aged, and older people. 
Some are born with it while others grow into it slowly in 
older years. Some have never known freedom from a handi¬ 
cap while others in full health are stricken with it in 
^Sigurd D. Petersen, Retarded Childrent God^ Chil¬ 
dren (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1952), 
pp. 11-12. 
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the flash of an eye. What a person does about his handi¬ 
cap is not his responsibility alone. Everyone of us 
shares that responsibility. Often our glances, our 
feeling of estrangement by it and our neglect places upon 
the persons an extra handicap more difficult to bear than 
the physical limitation. 
With the growing knowledge of rehabilitation of 
disabled persons, each day has brought new information on 
technique of medical care, surgery, and various kinds of 
treatment and training. Too rarely is reference made to 
spiritual values and to the healing strength which grows 
out of faith and the sense of self-worth which comes from 
a maturing relationship with God and one’s fellowmen. 
Handicapped persons are human beings with the same 
great needs common to all persons. Everyone needs recog¬ 
nition and a sense of achievement. Everyone needs secu¬ 
rity and the feeling that he will not suddenly be faced 
with problems too big to handle. Above all, everyone 
needs love, affection, and friendship. Handicapped per¬ 
sons, those who deviate from the average physically, men¬ 
tally or emotionally, can grow only within an environment 
in which their needs for love, security, recognition, and 
opportunity for achievement are understood, approved, and 
met. To help in meeting these needs and to contribute 
toward the right kind of environment for these people, who 
are different, is a big undertaking for the modern church, 
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which is understaffed and confronted with the problem of 
offering an ever-increasing variety of services to all 
persons. But it is an undertaking that is challenging and 
can be richly rewarding. The church's neglect of this 
need is due not so much to lack of resources as to lack 
of understanding of the need and the urgency of meeting 
it. 
Here and there, churches have met the needs of handi 
capped persons with imagination and affection. It is time 
that their experience be shared and that all churches 
learn from it how to render this important ministry.^ 
The mentally retarded individuals need the church. 
They need the fellowship, the inspiration, the teaching, 
the opportunity for worship and service which the church 
is here to give. Many of them are among the "unreached” 
not because of their indifference, but because of ours; 
not because they do not want the church, but because the 
church has not made it clear that it wants them. As it 
learns to minister to them and to help them find fullness 
of life, the church will find itself greatly enriched by 
the contribution they can bring. 
Handicapped persons need the church. The church 
needs the skills, the insights, the inspiration which 
they can bring to it. The church can do much to modify 
^-Marian Howard, "Handicapped Persons Need the 
Church," International Journal of Religious Education, 
XXX (October, 1953), PP. 10-12. 
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and mold these attitudes by helping the handicapped person 
to capitalize on his own abilities and to make a better 
life adjustment in the community* He can learn not to 
lean on God or the church in a way that would provide 
escape from reality and limit his total development as 
a person, but come to believe in God, to learn to trust 
in him, and in the strength of that faith to find the way 
of self-realization. 
Mental retardation is a family problem long before 
it ever becomes a problem for the community. Pastors and 
church members are first involved with the family dimen¬ 
sion, and, secondly with the religious training of re¬ 
tarded children. Thus, a clear understanding of mental 
retardation, as a family problem, is essential to the ef¬ 
fective functioning of the church. 
For too long now the church has neglected mentally 
retarded persons and their families. The church’s con¬ 
cern with the family dimensions of mental retardation is 
deeply rooted in historical tradition. Historically, the 
Christian faith has maintained definite views regarding 
marriage, the family, and children. The church ministers 
to persons as family members, not as isolated individuals. 
Consequently, any crisis which threatens the family falls 
within the province of the church’s concern.^ 
^"Harold W. Stubblefield, The Church's Ministry in 
Mental Retardation (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1965), 
p. 1. 
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In the community the majority of the mentally re¬ 
tarded individuals are generally excluded from partici¬ 
pation in groups and organizations which have able 
leadership and programs much above the ability of any 
retarded persons. Many of our churches cater to the more 
intelligent of the populace; and, subtly exclude those 
of lower mentality and seemingly possessed of fewer so¬ 
cial graces. Not finding a warm reception in the churches, 
mentally retarded persona often turn to non-rational re¬ 
ligious groups or become embittered and are lost to the 
churches. 
Evolution of the problem.—After reading an article 
in one of the religious journals concerning the church and 
the mentally retarded in Q-arland, Texas, the writer became 
interested in what other churches were doing concerning 
special provisions for mentally retarded individuals. 
Persons in Special Education believe in working with 
the problem of mental retardation from a team approach. 
They believe in sharing with the churches and other inter¬ 
ested agencies in preparing the mentally retarded persons 
to adjust to their environment at the highest possible 
level of which they are capable. 
In this study an attempt was made to find out if the 
churches in Atlanta made special provisions for mentally 
retarded individuals, and, if so, the nature of some of 
these provisions. 
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Contribution to educational research.--The writer 
hoped that the information contained in this study would 
be valuable for teachers of the mentally retarded persons, 
school administrators, those in pastoral education, The 
Greater Atlanta Council of Churches, The Georgia Council 
of Churches, and other interested persons who are con¬ 
cerned with the education and care of mentally retarded 
persons. 
The findings of this study might also be fruitfully 
used in the improvement of school-community relations. 
Statement of the problem.--The problem involved in 
this research was to determine the extent and nature of 
provisions for mentally retarded individuals in churches 
affiliated with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 1966. 
Purposes of the study.—The specific purposes of 
this study were to: 
1. Determine the sizes of the churches included in 
the study. 
2. Determine the denomination of the churches in¬ 
cluded in the study. 
3. Determine if there were any mentally retarded 
persons served in the church. 
!{.. Determine the nature of the services provided 
by the church for mentally retarded individuals. 
Determine the department within the church that 
was most responsible for the service offered. 
6. Determine the age groups for whom the provisions 
were ipade. 
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7. Determine the number of churches that offer 
special provisions for mentally retarded indi¬ 
viduals. 
8. Determine the extent to which the churches feel 
a need to provide services for mentally retarded 
individuals. 
9» Determine if the churches involved that do not 
offer special provisions for mentally retarded 
individuals have proposed to initiate such pro¬ 
visions . 
10* Determine if the churches feel that to make pro¬ 
visions for mentally retarded individuals is a 
role of the church. 
11. Compare the types of services identified through 
a survey of the literature with the responses 
received from the churches of Atlanta. 
12. Draw implications and formulate recommendations 
on the basis of findings and conclusions de¬ 
rived from the analysis and interpretation of 
collected data. 
Definition of terms.—For the purpose of this study, 
the terms used have the meanings indicated below: 
"The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches"— 
Refers to a community of churches of Atlanta that 
cooperate, work, and plan together to give moral 
and spiritual strength through communication on 
the part of both clergy and laity. 
"Provisionsn and "Services"--Refer to any 
modification in the church’s program designed spe¬ 
cifically for mentally retarded individuals; such 
as, special classes, films, other visual aids, re¬ 
vised literature, educational opportunities, recre¬ 
ational opportunities, or any other benefits that 
the church may offer for mentally retarded persons, 
"Mentally Retarded"—Refers to those persons 
who function at a subaverage level intellectually 
and socially. A person is classified as being , 
mentally retarded if he has an I. Q. of 75 or less. 
^Christine P. Ingram, Education of the Slow-Learning 
Child (New York: The Ronald Press Company, I960), p, 9. 
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Limitations of the study.—This study was limited 
in that it only included the responses to questionnaires 
of churches of Atlanta that are affiliated with The Greater 
Atlanta Council of Churches. Another limitation of this 
study was the limited knowledge of the mentally retarded, 
a limited number of mental retardates associated with the 
churches, and limited knowledge concerning the nature of 
services that were provided. 
Locale of the study.—This study was conducted in a 
group of churches in Atlsnta that are members of The Greater 
Atlanta Council of Churches. The questionnaires were mailed 
to the various churches. The data were assembled, compiled, 
and analyzed at Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, where 
the writer resided temporarily. 
Period of the study.—This study was conducted during 
the summer session, 1966. 
Description of subjects and instruments .—The sub¬ 
jects involved in this study were a group of churches which 
are affiliated with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
The instrument used to secure the data necessary for 
this research was a questionnaire 
Method of research.—The Descriptive-Survey Method of 
Research employing the specific technique of questionnaires 
was used to gather the data required to fulfill the purposes 
of this study. 
Procedural steps,—The procedural steps which were 
followed in conducting this research were as follows: 
1. The related literature was surveyed, summarized, 
and presented in the final thesis copy. 
2. Questionnaires were constructed with contents 
covering each of the writer’s purposes. 
3. Questionnaires were administered to a group of 
prospective ministers at the Interdenominational 
Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, for 
validation purposes. 
4» A questionnaire with a letter explaining the 
study and a stamped self-addressed envelope 
were mailed to each minister of the church 
according to the list provided by The Greater 
Atlanta Council of Churches, 
5. The data from the questionnaires were compiled, 
analyzed, and interpreted in appropriate tables 
as indicated by the purposes of the s tudy. 
6. The findings, conclusions, implications, and 
recommendations derived from the analysis and 
interpretation of the data were reported in 
the final thesis copy. 
Survey of related literature.—There has been much 
controversy in the past and also continues to be concern¬ 
ing the problem of whether or not to educate the mentally 
retarded child. Many educators and laymen agree that it 
is a waste of the taxpayer’s money. However, some edu¬ 
cators argue for the education of the mentally retarded 
by providing research findings proving that if given the 
chance, a mental retardate can become a self-supporting 
citizen at the adult level. 
The United States Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare in its Children’s Bureau Publication No. 426 
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States that many mentally retarded children can become 
valuable assets in their homes and in the community if 
they are given the proper help and training* This in¬ 
volves not only early detection and diagnosis, but also 
appropriate school placement, suitable home management, 
speech therapy and remedial reading and stimulating so¬ 
cial experiences. As the child grows into adolescence, 
vocational education and guidance, job training and place¬ 
ment, appropriate social outlet and suitable living ar¬ 
rangements become important. Only when the services 
required are met are the retardates capable of being 
rehabilitated to become productive, contributing members 
of the community. Society is paying for the neglect of 
these children not only by having to maintain and to sup¬ 
port large and costly institutions for their permanent 
care, but also through loss to the community of their po¬ 
tential social contribution. 
The entire community should cooperate in contrib¬ 
uting whatever services possible to the mentally retarded. 
The church should be responsible for providing the reli¬ 
gious teachings that are necessary for the mentally re¬ 
tarded to become an all-around individual. Fulcher says 
in one of her articles that every human being is a child 
■^United States Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, Mental Retardation During the Decade 195U--196Ij., 
Children’s Bureau Publication Ho. lj.26, I96I4., p. 10. 
12 
of God, and as such has the God-given right to knowing 
the love of God, hearing the Gospel, learning about Jesus, 
his life and his teachings. Yet for reasons beyond his 
control, many a child is denied that right. Among those 
who until recently were in that deprived group are the 
mental retardates who number three percent of the total 
population. 
The Christian Gospel was proclaimed for all people 
and for all conditions of mankind. As we study the new 
Testament we find that it is filled with a spirit of gen¬ 
uine concern for persons with special needs, both mental 
and physical, Jesus and his disciples were constantly 
confronted with those who were in need of special help, 
and no person in such need Was ever turned away. 
The mentally retarded is now being included in many 
ways in the program of the church. In many instances, 
special classes are now being established and leaders are 
finding effective ways to work with the boys and girls. 
One goal in our work with the retarded child is to let 
him know there is a God and that each of us is certain of 
his love. God's creation Is all around us, in the beauty 
of the sunset, in sunshine and storm, in the petals of a 
flower. We experience God's love expressed by parents, 
teachers, and friends. Even when we fail, God still 
loves us. We can always turn our thoughts to Him in 
prayer. These are some of the basic concepts that the 
13 
retarded may learn as he observes and experiences God in 
his own immediate world.^ 
The beginning of the special class at 4x© Memorial 
Methodist Church in Garland, Texas was spurred from a 
mentally retarded boy who was a trouble-maker in a class 
in the church. It started by informing the congregation 
of the plan and gaining the support of members and par¬ 
ents through an extensive program of interpretation. The 
media through which they justified the need of the special 
class were that: (1) the church’s program must meet the 
needs of all its members, and (2) every child is a child 
of God who is capable of knowing God’s love within the 
limits of his own ability. The script covered many as¬ 
pects of a ministry to persons of special needs. 
Slides were made of teachers visiting church school 
classes for retardates in nearby Dallas. Other slides 
illustrated the work done in this field by state and pri¬ 
vate institutions. 
The pastor assisted from the pulpit, and also in¬ 
formed parents about the new classes on his family calls, 
even when there was no known child in need in the family. 
Parents with a child in need who did not respond to the 
invitation, however, were not pressured to do so. The 
philosophy in this church was that it was more valuable 
^"Beatrice L. Fulcher, "Christian Education for the 
Mentally Retarded,n The Digest of Mentally Retarded, II 
(Fall, 1965), P. 6. 
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for teachers to have an understanding attitude toward re¬ 
tardation than rely on intensive, specialized training* 
As the teachers became more involved in the work and more 
interested in their students, they were motivated to study 
and read about mental retardation* Many traveled some 
distance to observe at churches where special classes were 
held. 
In the four years that the special class has been 
operating, attendance has varied from one to seven, the 
average being four. There has been almost no additional 
expense to the church except for the purchase of some 
leaflets and special books for the teacher's use. Class 
supplies are drawn from the regular supply cupboard, and 
two of the church men made the play tables. 
The experience has been richly rewarding for the 
church as a whole. The families of the retarded children 
have gained a new appreciation of community concern. In 
some cases, they have entered into the total program of 
the church from which they formerly withdrew.-^ 
Iva Wonn, Director of Christian Education for the 
Denver Council of Churches tells of the development of 
work with retarded children in Denver churches. 
In Denver at the present time, there are thirteen 
classes in nine churches of the council. Also, there 
^"Ina McQuaid, nA Special Need, A Special Class,” 
International Journal of Religious Education, XLI 
(January, 19&5)» PP* 12-13» 
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are classes in several non-member churches. The program 
first developed when people started inquiring as to what 
the Council of Churches could do for the neglected chil¬ 
dren, young people, and adults. The Denver Council of 
Churches decided to do something about the matter. It 
took a year’s study and survey of community needs. Talks 
were with educators in the public and private schools, 
with parents of retarded children, and with mental health 
experts. 
Two pilot classes were started. One was for a 
group of teen-age girls, mostly from the state institu¬ 
tions but a few from the community, which was to meet on 
Saturday mornings in a church near the institution. The 
other one was for a group of children seven to eleven 
years of age who lived at home and attended private or 
public schools. Volunteers were the ones to work with 
the program. 
The best teachers have been church school teachers 
who have worked happily and creatively with kindergarten, 
primary, and junior children and who have felt challenged, 
to enter this specialized field.^ 
There are those who would question the feasibility 
of such a class for persons of such low mentality. However, 
^Iva Wonn, "To Whom It May Concern," International 
Journal of Religious Education, XLI (March, 19&5)* 
pp. 4-5. 
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Oliver states that the purpose of the class could, be 
threefold: 
1. To enable the parents to attend the church of 
their choice while their children are being 
cared for. 
2. To give the parents the assurance Of the inter¬ 
est and concern of the church for them and their 
children regardless of the children's low mental 
ability, 
3, To give those children who are unable to par¬ 
ticipate in the regular Sunday school classes 
an opportunity to attend Sunday school like 
their normal brothers and sisters. Although 
they may be unable to any great extent to grasp 
the concepts of Christ and God as: supreme beings, 
their spiritual growth will be shown in their 
learning to work and play with their classmates 
and sharing with them their playthings. It is 
also shown in their response to love and their 
acceptance of it as a manifestation of some¬ 
thing around them bigger and more loving than 
themselves, and in their development of good 
attitudes and habits. 
Lentz says that every person's struggle to maintain 
his faith in the face of handicap is in a sense an indi¬ 
vidual struggle. Apparent throughout the program of the 
church must be a personal interest in each individual. 
The preaching and the teaching of the church must permit 
an easy application by each individual to his own personal 
problem and situation. He must feel that the church knows 
how he lives and that the church understands his problem. 
■^Archie S. Oliver, "The Mentally Handicapped," 
International Journal of Religious Education, XXX 
(June, 1954)# pp. 18-19, 36. 
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The ministry of counseling is one of the most ef¬ 
fective ways of dealing with personal problems and indi¬ 
vidual needs. The teachers in church schools and the 
leaders of the youth groups al30 must be willing and pre¬ 
pared to deal with personal problems in private conversa¬ 
tions, The common criticism of the church by handicapped 
people is, "It doesn't have time for people like me.” 
And by this they often mean that the leaders of the church 
are ”too busy to talk quietly and leisurely with me about 
the problems I face,” 
The Christian faith is not for fair weather alone. 
The requirements of life for Christians include faith that 
will hold in spite of handicap if it comes. In Christian¬ 
ity at its best, one finds power not merely to survive an 
experience of handicapping but also to rise through it to 
more satisfying levels of faith,^ 
Rahn emphasized in one of his articles that each 
church needs a committee on Christian social relations, 
social concerns, social mission, or social education and 
actions, that keeps the congregation informed about com¬ 
munity services. There are four primary sources for so¬ 
cial, psychiatric, and health services to which churches- 
and their families may turn. They are: (1) Community 
Welfare Council which maintains an information and 
■^Richard B. Lentz, ”Helping Handicapped Persons 
Develop Faith,” International Journal of Religious Educa¬ 
tion, XXX (July-August, pp, 17-19* 
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referral service that keeps up-to-date information on all 
social and health resources, (2) Councils of Churches, 
(3) The Family Service Society, and (4-) Public Depart¬ 
ments • 
The first step is to discover the facts about what 
exists and what is needed. No persons with special needs, 
nor his family must wrestle alone and helplessly with 
those needs if the church is acquainted with the resources 
available in social agencies and is ready to use its own 
spiritual resources and understanding of family situa¬ 
tions in cooperation with those agencies 
Stubblefield conducted a survey in 1964. of a group 
of churches and their relationship with the mentally re¬ 
tarded. A survey of 220 protestant and catholic clergy¬ 
men revealed that ninety-two percent had had previous 
contact with mentally retarded persons and their families, 
and sixty-two percent currently have parents of retarded 
persons in their churches, A majority of these ministers 
had performed a variety of services for both the retarded 
and their families. 
In the survey, some ministers claimed that they are 
not “specially trained” for this type of ministry. For 
example, a minister with graduate training in Psychology 
qualified his answer regarding the church's responsibility 
■^Sheldon L. Rahn, "Community Agencies Can Help,” 
International Journal of Religious Education, XLVI 
(February, 1962), pp. 20, 4-6, 
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in mental retardation by saying, "The minister should take 
care not to exceed his capacities in such matters," Re¬ 
sponsibility was denied in another pastor*s claim that 
much of the church’s ministry would have to be beyond the 
local church level. 
Other ministers, however, are more realistic and 
perceptive regarding the nature of the church’s ministry. 
They rightly understand that the church, by its very na¬ 
ture, is interested in the total life of man even though 
it does not have the full answer. As one pastor puts it, 
"The church has responsibility in every area of human need 
and suffering," Said another, "Mental retardation is an 
opportunity for the church to minister," Furthermore, in 
the survey on "The Ministry and Mental Retardation," some 
clergymen reported having rendered to the retarded and 
their children the traditional ministries of the church. 
They offered meaningful pastoral relationships to the par¬ 
ents and made referrals to other professional persons. 
Services to the retarded included pastoral care, ministry 
at the time of religious decisions, and religious edu¬ 
cation, Many of the ministers identified some basic theo¬ 
logical issues in mental retardation and reported some of 
the religious dynamics present in the parental response 
to the birth of a retarded child. Consequently, the 
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church’s ministry in mental retardation is essentially 
the same as in all other realms of life.-*- 
Bronson agrees with Stubblefield’s study in that he 
says Christian education must work with parents and the 
home. Parents need encouragement and assurance. They 
often blame themselves, Cod, or the child. While theology 
has difficulty in presenting satisfying and sound reasons, 
however, parents should be led to face and accept reality 
and to share with the church, the school, and other inter¬ 
ested agencies in the great adventure of leading the child 
to his maximum development.^ 
Charles E. Palmer says that our first step in getting 
ready to launch a plan for special services is to educate 
the congregation and create an attitude of acceptance. 
The following are suggestions drawn mainly from Palmer 
concerning ways in which the church and the community 
can be educated* 
1. Sermons delivered by the pastor on mental re¬ 
tardation using such subjects as* (a) Chris¬ 
tian attitudes toward differences, (b) Love 
thy neighbor as theyself, "I was a stranger” or 
^Harold W. Stubblefield, ”The Ministry and Mental 
Retardation,” Journal of Religion and Health. IV 
(January, 1964), PP* 136-147• 
20swald P. Bronson, "Christian Education and the 
Mentally Handicapped," Paper prepared for a course in 
The Unstable and Slow-Learning Child, Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity, Evanston, Illinois, March 5, 1962, p. 10. 
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a wcup of cold water,* and (c) the church’s re¬ 
sponsibility toward handicapped persons, 
2, Dramatic and musical programs featuring a group 
of mentally handicapped persons, 
3* Secure representatives from organizations 
serving exceptional persons. 
4* Show films describing mental retardation. 
5. Encourage parents to organize themselves or to 
become a part of parental groups dedicated to 
the cause of serving retarded persons. 
6. Distribute tracts about retardation in the 
neighborhood. 
7. Set up study groups to read and discuss re¬ 
tardation with a view toward setting up effec¬ 
tive programs of action. 
8. Extend invitations to pastors or directors to 
speak whose churches have special programs for 
the mentally retarded, 
9. Extend invitation to a judge of a juvenile 
court, or a social worker or a psychologist to 
speak on, nThe Importance of Recognizing Indi¬ 
vidual Differences.* 
Palmer further states that the public and the church 
will be ready to move ahead with an effective program of 
action when they are able to look beyond the characteris¬ 
tics of retardation and see the person. When they are 
able to accept what they see as a child of God, a human 
being of dignity and worth, then you will be able to 
move ahead with your plans.^ 
Mental retardation is a problem involving almost 
every minister and church. In this respect, Bronson 
■^Charles E. Palmer, The Church and the Exceptional 
Person (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 19&l), p. 106. 
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states in his paper that the church must not limit it¬ 
self to the so called "spiritual side" only. It must 
take into consideration the "whole* person as he interacts 
with other persons both within his immediate family and 
with the larger community. In addition to being a part 
of the church, the retarded child comes into contact with 
groups and experiences that are not directly related to 
the church. This means that the church's educational pro¬ 
gram must be threefold: (1) to develop his religious 
life, (2) to prepare the community to accept the mentally 
retarded, and (3) to share with the public school and 
other interested agencies in preparing the retarded to 
adjust to their environment at the highest possible level 
of which he is capable.^ 
In short, the theological framework of Christian 
education must speak to the whole person involving his 
need for success and achievement, the need for recogni¬ 
tion and approval of others, the need for belonging to a 
group, the need for activity and new experience, and the 
o 
need to face reality as well as the need to have a posi¬ 
tive feeling toward God. 
Of great significance is the retarded child's ina¬ 
bility to grasp and understand abstract generalizations 
•^Bronson, op, cit., p. 5» 
o 
Christine P. Ingram, Education of the Slow-Learning 
Child (New York: Ronald Press Company, I960), p, 157» 
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readily. This limitation necessitates that all teaching 
on character and religion must be concrete and simple. 
Kemp says such passages as the Lord’s prayer cannot 
be used meaningfully without interpretation of all words 
and phrases. Whether it is teaching, leading in worship, 
or personal counseling, the vocabularly must be kept very 
simple. Since religion is filled with abstraction, ideas 
and ideals, these should always, if possible, be classi¬ 
fied by illustrations and examples. Even then the moral 
should be explained and spelled out. For this reason, 
visual aids have been very helpful with the mentally re¬ 
tarded. Slides, filmstrips, and flannelgraphs do much to 
clarify the lesson and also to sustain and hold interest 
and attention. 
Some ministers disagree that providing for the men¬ 
tally retarded is a role of the church. Stubblefield says 
that a growing awareness of the church's responsibility in 
mental retardation is unaccompanied by certainty as to the 
nature of its role. For example, in a recent survey, one 
minister discounted the necessity of cooperating with 
other professional persons in rendering services to the 
parents of retarded persons. "Other help is needed," he 
said, "but the minister and church are of utmost import¬ 
ance." Some ministers, on the other hand, disavowed their 
■^Charles Kemp, The Churchr The Gifted and the Re¬ 
tarded CSt. Louist The Bethany Press, 19^7)» p. 147* 
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responsibility by contending that only professionally 
trained persons should work with the retarded and their 
families or that the pastoral ministry consists only of 
referrals to community agencies. A pastor limited the 
extent of his responsibility to mostly cooperation with 
agencies established for this purpose. Another clergy¬ 
man stated that the church should offer help only ”if 
asked” by the parents. Other ministers openly denied that 
the church has any responsibility in mental retardation. 
As one pastor remarked, HI think all are concerned over 
this situation; however, I do not believe it is the work 
of the church.”^ 
The Lutherans attribute both religious consciousness 
and responsibility to the retarded. The strength of this 
position is the consistent manner in which Lutheran theol¬ 
ogy regarding sin and redemption is applied to mentally 
retarded persons. Its weakness, however, results from the 
failure to accurately and empirically assess the ability 
of the retarded to understand the appropriate theological 
beliefs taught. 
The Lutheran position is based on the belief that 
nowhere does the word of God excuse the exceptional child 
from the guilt of original or inherited sin, which is the 
^"Harold W. Stubblefield, The Churches Ministry in 
Mental Retardation (Nashvillet Broadman Press, 1965)» 
pp. 1-2. 
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total corruption of the human race. Like all infants, 
the exceptional child needs a Saviour from sin. Although 
baptism is the means whereby infants are regenerated and 
brought to faith, the child, at the earliest possible age 
is to be led to a conscious faith in Jesus, his Saviour, 
and the parents are to teach and train him diligently so 
that he may live a holy life as a child of God and be 
saved eternally. Teachers are exhorted to tell every 
class that Jesus loves every child. Formally and infor¬ 
mally they can be told that Jesus loves children so much 
that he died on the cross to save them. However, it ap¬ 
pears that too much emphasis is placed on the intellectual 
content of the Christian faith. Theological concepts are 
introduced before the retarded child is ready for them. 
Religious faith should be communicated first through the 
’’language of relationships” and second through the ’’lan¬ 
guage of words.”"*• 
Presbyterians also help the mentally retarded as 
well as other exceptionalities. The Woodland Avenue 
United Presbyterian Church has played a substantial part 
in both patterning and fund-raising for an eleven-year old 
brain-damaged child. A sizable number of volunteers from 
the church work with the child every week, and the 
■^St. Louis Board of Parish Education, Providing a 
Program of Christian Education for the Mentally Retarded, 
A Report Prepared by The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
(St. Louisî Board of Parish Education, 1964.), pp. 23-2I4.. 
26 
congregation's fellowship hall was the meeting place for 
enlistment. 
The idea of patterning, developed by doctors and 
laymen at the Institute for the Achievement of Human Po¬ 
tential is based on the fact that brain damage accidents 
rarely destroy all the cells in the affected portion of 
the brain; usually millions of cells remain to be uti¬ 
lized. Thus such rudimentary skills as crawling, walking, 
and speaking—wiped out by whatever accident injured the 
brain—can be taught to the surviving cells. By patient 
repetition of physical movements, the '’patterns” of these 
motions will be engraved on the brain and become the 
child's voluntary skills. 
In addition to the friends who share the brain¬ 
damaged child's patterning, uncounted neighbors, practi¬ 
cally the whole community pitched in to raise money for 
a patterning machine. But the pastor points out that no 
church or group can be singled out. The child is a Ro¬ 
man Catholic and his church has played its part too. A 
good example of community cooperation is what the commu¬ 
nity has done for one brain-damaged child.^ 
Provisions are being made for both physically and 
mentally handicapped persons in the churches. Kemp states 
in one of his articles that the problem of mental deficien¬ 
cy is no isolated problem. Three hundred thousand retarded 
^■"Platoon of Neighbors Helps Brain-Damaged Child,” 
Presbyterian Life, April, 1966, p. 31» 
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children are born each year. Estimates of the number pres 
ent in the United States vary all the way from one and 
one-half million to eight million. They can be in any con 
gregation. If we include the much larger group referred 
to educationally as slow learners, we could increase the 
number many times. 
Psychologically and emotionally these people have 
the same needs as everyone else. They need to be ac¬ 
cepted, loved, to belong, the need for a sense of accom¬ 
plishment and achievement and for recognition. But they 
get none of these. Someone else always gets the grades, 
the offices, the recognition, the honors; someone else 
gets the acceptance. Often the retarded are misunder¬ 
stood. They are the victims of ridicule by their peers, 
criticism by their teachers and unrealistic prodding by 
their parents. "If you would just try harder, you too 
could get all A’s," as though a car with four cylinders 
could compete with one with eight. 
Their families also have needs. They struggle with 
questions such as Why? What is best? Is there hope? 
What have we done to deserve this? They need spiritual 
help. 
These are the people. This is the church’s respon¬ 
sibility. We must make an effort to understand the nature 
of the needs, for we can help only if we understand. We 
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must have these needs in the background of the sermon, 
preparation, program planning, religious education, semi¬ 
nary training and all else that is a part of the life of 
the church. These needs should be central in our devo¬ 
tional lives as we prepare to serve others.^- 
In essence, the present status of the church's in¬ 
volvement in mental retardation can be characterized like 
this. There is a growing recognition that the church has 
a definite ministry to the retarded and their families 
and that denominational and interdenominational educa¬ 
tional agencies are responsible for producing resource 
materials to assist churches. Although not widely recog¬ 
nized, some pastors are presently rendering a ministry of 
pastoral care, and many churches are providing religious 
training for the retarded. However, the specific forms 
which the church's ministry should take are undefined be¬ 
cause many areas of the problem have not been explored. 
Almost no writings are available which adequately describe 
the relation of theology to mental retardation, the pas¬ 
toral care of the retarded and their families, or the re¬ 
ligious development of the retarded. No acceptable 
p 
religious education curriculum is presently available. 
■^Charles F. Kemp, ”Who are the Persons with Special 
Needs?” International Journal of Religious Education, 
XXXVIII (February, 1962), pp. U.-6, 36. 
^Harold W. Stubblefield, The Church's Ministry in 
Mental Retardation (Nashville? Broadman Press, 1965)» 
p. 2. 
CHAPTER II 
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OP DATA 
Introductory statement»—The purpose of this chapter 
is to present findings which have been compiled as a re¬ 
sult of the analysis of 120 questionnaire responses from 
the churches of various denominations that are affiliated 
with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches, Atlanta, 
Georgia, 1966. 
Sizes of the memberships of the churches involved 
in the study. — In 1966, there were 164 churches that were 
affiliated with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches. 
However, responses were received from only 120 of the 
churches. Data regarding the sizes of the churches that 
responded are shown in Table 1. 
An analysis of Table 1 shows that the membership of 
the churches involved in this study ranged from 100 to 
6,099. The majority of the churches, 4.0» or 33.00 percent 
fell within the 100 to 599 membership range. A total of 
33» or 27.50 percent of the churches fell within the 600 
to 1,099 membership range which was the second largest 
representation. The other churches involved had member¬ 




DISTRIBUTION OF CHURCHES ACCORDING 
TO SIZE OF MEMBERSHIP 
Size of Membership Number Percentage^ 
5,600 - 6,099 1 1.00 
5,100 - 5,599 • • • • 
4,600 - 5,099 • • • • 
4,100 - 4,599 2 2.00 
3,600 - 4,099 1 1.00 
3,100 - 3,599 2 2.00 
2,600 - 3,099 4 3.00 
2,100 - 2,599 6 5.00 
1,600 - 2,099 15 12.50 
1,100 - 1,599 16 13.00 
600 - 1,099 33 27.50 
100 - 599 40 33.00 
Total 120 100.00 
^Percentages have been rounded in this and subse 
quant tables. 
Denomination of the churches involved in the study.— 
The distribution and percentage of churches that responded 
to the questionnaires according to denomination are shown 
in Table 2. 
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TABLE 2 
DISTRIBUTION AND PERCENTAGE OP CHURCHES 
ACCORDING TO DENOMINATIONS 
Denomination Number Percentage 
Assembly of God 2 2.00 
Baptist 30 25.00 
Church of God 1 1.00 
Church of the Nazarene 1 1.00 
Christian 4 3.00 
Disciples of Christ 1 1.00 
Episcopal 7 6.00 
Lutheran 5 4.00 
Methodist 41 34*00 
Presbyterian 27 22.00 
United Church of Christ 1 1.00 
Total 120 100.00 
An analysis of Table 2 shows that there were 120 
churches that responded to the questionnaires sent to the 
churches affiliated with The Greater Atlanta Council of 
Churches. There were 4l Methodist, 30 Baptist, 27 Pres¬ 
byterian, 7 Episcopal, 5 Lutheran, 4 Christian, 2 Assem¬ 
bly of God, 1 Church of God, 1 Church of the Nazarene, 
1 Disciples of Christ, and 1 United Church of Christ. 
Table 2 also shows that l+l, or 34*00 percent of the 
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Methodist churches represent the largest group of churches 
that responded. A total of 30, or 25.00 percent were Bap¬ 
tist churches that responded and represent the second 
largest group. 
Distribution of churches that reported the presence 
of mentally retarded individuals within the congregation.- 
The distribution and percentage of churches that reported 
the presence or absence of mentally retarded, individuals 
within the congregation are shown in Table 3» 
TABLE 3 
DISTRIBUTION OP MENTALLY RETARDED INDIVIDUALS 
WITHIN THE CONGREGATIONS 
Item 























89 74.17 31 25.83 • • • • 
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An analysis of Table 3 shows that the majority, 89, 
or 74»17 percent of the churches that responded reported 
the presence of mentally retarded individuals within the 
congregation. A total of 31, or 25.83 percent of the 
churches reported that there were no mentally retarded 
individuals within their congregation. 
Distribution of churches that reported the presence 
of a sufficient number of mental retardates within the 
congregation to warrant special provisions.--Table 4 
shows the distribution and percentage of churches that 
reported the presence or absence of a sufficient number 
of mental retardates, as determined by the particular 
church, within the congregation to warrant special pro¬ 
visions . 
An analysis of Table 4. shows that of the 120 churches 
that reported, 18, or 15.00 percent reported that there 
was a sufficient number of mental retardates within the 
congregation to warrant special provisions. The majority, 
94-, or 78.33 percent reported that there was not a suf¬ 
ficient number of mental retardates within their congre¬ 
gation to warrant special provisions for the mentally 
retarded. Although the majority of the churches reported 
the presence of one or two retardates within the congre¬ 
gation, they did not feel that this was a sufficient num¬ 
ber to warrant special provisions for the mentally 
retarded in their particular churches. 
3k 
TABLE 4. 
DISTRIBUTION OF CHURCHES THAT REPORT A SUFFICIENT 
NUMBER OF MENTAL RETARDATES WITHIN THE 
CONGREGATION TO WARRANT 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS 


























duals? 18 i5.oo 91+ 78.33 8 6.67 
Distribution of churches that make special provisions 
for mentally retarded individuals.—The distribution and 
percentage of churches that make special provisions for 
the mentally retarded in Atlanta churches are shown in 
Table 5. 
An analysis of Table 5 shows that of the 120 churches 
that responded, 13, or 10.83 percent make special provi¬ 
sions for mentally retarded individuals. There were 29, 
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or 2I4..I7 percent that make no special provisions although 
there were mental retardates present within the congre¬ 
gation. The majority of the churches, 78» or 65.00 per¬ 
cent did not respond to this item. 
TABLE 5 
DISTRIBUTION OP CHURCHES THAT MAKE SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
FOR MENTALLY RETARDED INDIVIDUALS 
Item 
Yes No No Response 
Per- Per- Per- 














duals? 13 10.83 29 24.17 78 65.00 
Distribution of types of provisions offered by the 
churches that make special provisions for mentally re¬ 
tarded individuals.—Table 6 shows the distribution of 
the types of provisions for the mentally retarded that 
are offered by the churches of Atlanta. 
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TABLE 6 
DISTRIBUTION OP TYPES OP PROVISIONS OFFERED BY 
THE CHURCHES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED 
Type of Provision Number Percentage 
Revised Literature 2 2.00 
Special Classes 12 10.00 
Tutoring 1 1.00 
No Response 107 89.00 
An analysis of Table 6 shows that 12, or 10.00 per¬ 
cent of the churches that offered special provisions for 
the mentally retarded offered special classes. Two of 
the churches used revised literature, and only one of 
the churches provided a special tutor for the mental re¬ 
tardate. The majority, 107, or 89 percent of the churches 
did not respond to this item. It may be noted that two 
of the churches that responded offered more than one type 
of provision for the mentally retarded. 
Distribution of departments within the church that 
are most responsible for the service offered for the mental¬ 
ly retarded.—Table 7 shows the distribution and percentage 
of departments within the church that are most responsible 
for the special provisions offered the mentally retarded. 
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TABLE 7 
DISTRIBUTION OP DEPARTMENTS WITHIN THE CHURCHES THAT 
ARE MOST RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SERVICES OFFERED 
MENTALLY RETARDED INDIVIDUALS 
Department Number Percentage 
Church Sponsored Inner-City 
Program 1 1.00 
Commission on Education 1 1.00 
Nurture Council 1 1.00 
Sunday School 9 7.00 
Women’s Society 1 1.00 
No Response 107 89.00 
Total 120 100.00 
An analysis of Table 7 shows that the Sunday School 
Department was most responsible for the services offered 
for the mentally retarded. A total of 9, or 7.00 percent 
of the churches reported that the Sunday School Depart¬ 
ment was responsible; one church reported that the Com¬ 
mission on Education was most responsible; one church 
reported that the Nurture Council was most responsible; 
and one church reported that the special provisions 
were made by a Church Sponsored Inner-City Program. The 
majority of the churches, 107» or 89.00 percent did not 
respond to this item. 
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Distribution of age groups for whom the special pro¬ 
visions for mentally retarded individuals are made.—Table 
8 reveals the distribution and percentage of age groups 
for whom special provisions for the mentally retarded 
are made in Atlanta churches. 
TABLE 8 
DISTRIBUTION OF AGE GROUPS FOR WHOM SPECIAL 
PROVISIONS FOR MENTALLY RETARDED 
INDIVIDUALS ARE MADE 
Age Groups Number Percentage 
20 - 23 2 2.00 
16 - 19 2 2.00 
12 - 15 5 4.00 
8-11 6 5.oo 
4-7 8 6.00 
No Response 101 84.16 
An analysis of Table 8 shows that 8, or 6.00 percent 
of the churches that reported provided for the 4 to 7 
age group. A total of 6, or 5.00 percent of the churches 
reported that they provided for the 8 to 11 age group. 
A total of 5 of the churches, or 4*00 percent reported 
that they provided for the 12 to 15 age group. Two of 
the churches, or 2.00 percent reported that they provided 
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for the 16 to 19 age group. Two of the churches, or 2.00 
percent reported that they provided for the 20 to 23 age 
group. This table also indicates that some of the same 
churches provided for more than one of the age groups 
indicated. The majority of the churches, 101, or 84.16 
percent did not respond to this item. 
Distribution of churches that propose to initiate 
special provisions for mentally retarded individuals.— 
Table 9 reveals the distribution and percentage of churches 
that propose to initiate provisions for the mentally re¬ 
tarded. 
An analysis of Table 9 shows that 18, or 15.00 per¬ 
cent of the respondents propose to initiate provisions for 
the mentally retarded. However, the majority, 57» or 
47.50 percent of the respondents reported that they did 
not propose to initiate provisions for the mentally re¬ 
tarded. although mental retardates were present within 
the congregation. A total of 45» or 37.50 percent of the 
churches did not respond to this item. 
Distribution of the nature of the proposed services.— 
The distribution and percentage of the nature of the special 
provision that the churches plan to initiate for the men¬ 
tally retarded are shown in Table 10. 
An analysis of Table 10 shows that 14 of the churches, 
or 11.00 percent propose to initiate special classes for 
mentally retarded individuals. A total of 3 of the 
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churches, or 3*00 percent indicated revised literature as 
the proposed service; one of the churches indicated Vaca¬ 
tion Bible School. The majority of the churches, 105» 
or 87*50 percent did not respond to this item. It may be 
noted that three of the churches which proposed to offer 
special provisions indicated more than one service. 
TABLE 9 
DISTRIBUTION OP CHURCHES THAT PROPOSE TO INITIATE 
PROVISIONS FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED 
Item 






























visions? 18 15.00 57 47.50 45 37.50 
1+1 
TABLE 10 
DISTRIBUTION OP THE NATURE OP THE PROPOSED SERVICES 
FOR MENTALLY RETARDED INDIVIDUALS 
Proposed Service Number Percentage 
Revised Literature 3 3.00 
Special Classes 11+ 11.00 
Vacation Bible School 1 1.00 
No Response 105 87.50 
Distribution of churches that agree that making spe 
cial provisions for the mentally retarded is a responsi- 
bility of the church.-- -Table 11 shows the number of re- 
spondents who agree that making provisions for the mentally- 
retarded is a responsibility of the church. 
An analysis of Table 11 shows that the majority of 
the churches, 93, or 77.50 percent agreed that to make 
provisions for the mentally retarded is a responsibility 
of the church. A total of 12, or 10.00 percent of the 
churches disagreed that making special provisions for the 
mentally retarded is a responsibility of the church. A 
total of 15, or 12.50 percent of the churches did not re¬ 
spond to this item. 
b2 
TABLE 11 
DISTRIBUTION OP CHURCHES INDICATIONS OF 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAKING PROVISIONS 
FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED 























duals? 93 77.50 12 10.00 15 12.50 
Comparison of the types of services offered for the 
mentally retarded as identified through a survey of the 
literature with the responses received from Atlanta 
churches.—A comparison of the types of services offered 
for the mentally retarded as identified through a survey 
of the literature with the responses received from Atlanta 
churches is shown in Table 12. 
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TABLE 12 
DISTRIBUTION OF TYPES OF SERVICES IDENTIFIED 
THROUGH A SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE AS 
COMPARED WITH THE RESPONSES RECEIVED 
FROM ATLANTA CHURCHES 
Services Revealed in 
the Literature 
Services Offered by the 
Churches of Atlanta 
Filmstrips Revised Literature 
Flannelgraphs Special Classes 
Revised Literature Tutoring Program 
Slides 
Special Classes 
An analysis of Table 12 shows that the churches of 
Atlanta provide some of the same types of services as iden¬ 
tified through a survey of the literature. Both utilized 
special classes and revised literature. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS FOR 
EDUCATIONAL THEORY AND PRACTICES 
Statement.—This was a survey of provisions for 
mentally retarded individuals in churches that are affil¬ 
iated with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 1966. 
An attempt was made to ascertain the present pro¬ 
visions for mentally retarded individuals in Atlanta 
churches. Attention was given to the initiation of provi¬ 
sions for the mentally retarded if special provisions were 
not already in effect. The information revealed in the 
study was taken from responses to questionnaires which 
were mailed to all of the churches affiliated with The 
Greater Atlanta Council of Churches. There are 164 
churches affiliated with The Greater Atlanta Council of 
Churches. Of this number, 120 of the churches responded 
and became the subjects of this study. 
Recapitulation of research design.—The significant 
aspects of the locale and research design of this study 
are indicated below: 
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Locale.—This study was undertaken in Atlanta 
churches, Atlanta, Georgia. The compilation and treat¬ 
ment of data obtained was centered at Atlanta University, 
Atlanta, Georgia, where the writer resided temporarily. 
Period of study.—This research was carried out 
during May, June, and July of 1966. 
Method of research.—The Descriptive-Survey Method 
of Research was utilized in conducting this study. 
Subjects.—A list of churches which are affiliated 
with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches, Atlanta, 
Georgia, 1966 were the subjects of this study. 
Instrument.—The instrument used in this study was 
the questionnaire. 
Criterion of reliability.—The criterion of relia¬ 
bility for appraising the data obtained depended upon 
the accuracy and authenticity of the responses of subjects 
to the questionnaire. 
Procedure.—The following procedural steps were 
used to achieve the purposes of this studyt 
1. The related literature was surveyed and pre¬ 
sented in the final thesis copy. 
2. A list of the churches that are affiliated 
with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches 
was obtained. 
3. Questionnaires were constructed with contents 
covering each of the writer's purposes. 
4. Questionnaires were administered to a group of 
prospective ministers at the Interdenominational 
Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, for 
the purposes of validation. 
i+6 
5. A questionnaire along with a letter explaining 
the study and a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
were mailed to each church which is affiliated 
with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches. 
6. The data obtained from the questionnaires were 
compiled for analysis and presentation. 
7. The formulation of findings, conclusions, impli¬ 
cations, and recommendations were compiled for 
inclusion in the final thesis copy. 
Summary of related literature.—A survey of litera¬ 
ture related to this investigation revealed that a great 
number of churches have made special provisions for the 
mentally retarded. The churches have recognized that 
mentally retarded individuals need religious strength as 
well as the so-called normal individuals. 
The literature further revealed that the concern 
for the mentally retarded has increased greatly and that 
churches are now making provisions for the mentally re¬ 
tarded to enable them to have a sense of spiritual growth. 
Publications and studies are reviewed and summarized 
below* 
1. Children's Bureau Publication No. 4.26 states 
that the mentally retarded can become valuable 
assets in their homes and in the community if 
they are given the proper help and training.1 
2, Fulcher says in one of his articles that every 
human being is a child of God, and as such has 
the God-given right to knowing the love of God, 
hearing the Gospel, learning about Jesus, his 
life and his teachings.2 
■^Children's Bureau Publication No. 4-26, loc. cit. 
^Fulcher, loc. cit. 
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3. In an article by Ina McQuaid where she described 
the special class for the mentally retarded at 
Axe Memorial Methodist Church in Garland, Texas, 
the media through which she justified the need 
of the special class were that: (a) the church's 
program must meet the needs of all its members, 
and (b) every child is a child of God who is 
capable of knowing God’s love within the limits 
of his own ability.1 
4« In Denver, there are thirteen classes in nine 
churches of the council. The program first 
developed when people started inquiring as to 
what the council of churches could do for the 
mentally retarded. It took a year’s study and 
a survey of community needs. The classes have 
been found to be very successful.2 
5. There are those who would question the feasi¬ 
bility of classes in the churches for persons 
of such low mentality; however, Oliver states 
that the purpose of the class could be three¬ 
fold: (a) Parents are able to attend churches 
of their choice while children are being cared 
for; (b) Parents will be aware of the interest 
of the church for them and their children re¬ 
gardless of the children's low mentality; and 
(c) to give the retarded children a sense of 
spiritual growth.3 
6. Lentz says that throughout the program of the 
church, there must be a personal interest in 
each individual. The preaching and the teach¬ 
ing of the church must permit an easy applica¬ 
tion by each individual to his own personal 
problem and situation.4 
7. Rahn emphasized in one of his articles that each 
church needs a committee on Christian social re¬ 
lations, social concerns, social mission, or so¬ 
cial education and actions that keep the congre¬ 
gation informed about community services; 
•^McQuaid, loc. cit. 
O 
Worm, loc. cit. 
^Oliver, loc. cit. 
^'Lentz, loc. cit. 
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therefore, the church is able to work in coop¬ 
eration with those agencies that are able to 
help the retarded.1 
8. Research, as reported by Stubblefield, has shown 
that many of the ministers contacted in his study 
identified some basic theological issues in men¬ 
tal retardation and reported some of the reli¬ 
gious dynamics present in the parental response 
to the birth of a retarded child. Consequently, 
the church's ministry in mental retardation is 
essentially the same as in all other realms of 
life.2 
9. Bronson notes that parents need encouragement 
and assurance; and they are able to have these 
when agencies are interested in leading the 
child to his maximum development.3 
10. Palmer states that an attitude of acceptance 
must be instilled within the congregation be¬ 
fore a program can be initiated in the church. 
The congregation should be able to look beyond 
the characteristics of retardation and see the 
person; accept what they see as a child of God, 
a human being of dignity and worth.4 
11. Bronson further states that the church's educa¬ 
tional program for the mentally retarded must 
be threefold: (a) to develop his religious 
life, (b) to prepare the community to accept 
the mentally retarded, and (c) to share with 
interested community agencies in preparing the 
retarded to adjust to their environment at the 
highest possible level of which he is capable.5 
12. Ingram says that the theological framework of 
Christian education must speak to the whole 
^-Rahn, loc, cit. 
^Harold W. Stubblefield, ’’The Ministry and Mental 
Retardât ion," Journal of Religion and Health, IV 
(January, 1964)» pp. 136-147. 
^Bronson, loc. cit., p. 10. 
^•Palmer, loc. cit. 
^Bronson, loc. cit., p. 5, 
person involving his need for success, the 
need for recognition, the need for belonging 
to a group, and the need to face reality.1 
13» Kemp reports that Christian messages should be 
interpreted so as to be meaningful to the men¬ 
tally retarded. Since religion is filled with 
abstraction, ideas and ideals, these should 
always, if possible, be classified by illus¬ 
trations and examples. In this respect, slides, 
filmstrips, and flannelgraphs were found to be 
very helpful.2 
llj.. Stubblefield, in a recent survey, found that 
some ministers disagreed that providing for the 
mentally retarded was a role of the church. 
The dominant reason that the ministers expressed 
was that all are concerned over the situation, 
but it was not the work of the church.3 
15. A report by The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
revealed that Lutherans believe that nowhere 
does the word of God excuse the exceptional 
child from the guilt of original or inherited 
sin which is the total corruption of the human 
race. Like all infants, the exceptional child 
needs a Saviour from sin.4 
16. In an article published in Presbyterian Life, 
it was found that presbyterians help the mental¬ 
ly retarded as well as other exceptionalities. 
A program was in effect wherein volunteers from 
the church's congregation worked with a child 
every week. This was one of the ways in which 
the church could aid the mentally retarded.5 
^Ingram, loc, cit. 
%emp, loc, cit. 
^Harold W. Stubblefield, The Church'3 Ministry in 
Mental Retardation (Nashville; Broadman Press, 1965 
pp. 1-2. 
^■St. Louis Board of Parish Education, loc. cit. 
^"Platoon of Neighbors Helps Brain-Damaged Child," 
Presbyterian Life, April, 1966, p. 31. 
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17. Kemp states in one of his articles that the men¬ 
tally retarded is the church's responsibility. 
Their needs must be kept in mind in the back¬ 
ground of the sermon, preparation, program plan¬ 
ning, religious education, seminary training, 
and all else that is a part of the life of the 
church. These needs should be central in our 
devotional lives as we prepare to serve others.1 
18, Stubblefield says that there is a growing recog¬ 
nition that the church has a definite ministry 
to the retarded and their families and that de¬ 
nominational and interdenominational educational 
agencies are responsible for producing resource 
materials to assist churches.2 
Summary of findings.—There were 164 churches affil¬ 
iated with The Greater Atlanta Council of Churches in 1966. 
Of the 164 questionnaires that were mailed to the churches, 
120 were returned to the writer. The data indicate that 
of the 120 churches which responded, 40» or 33.00 percent 
fell within the membership range of 100 to 599. The next 
largest number of 33» or 27.50 percent fell within the 
membership range of 600 to 1,099. 
The various denominations of the churches used in 
the study were Assembly of God, Baptist, Church of God, 
Church of the Nazarene, Christian, Disciples of Christ, 
Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, and the 
United Church of Christ. Of these, it was found that the 
greatest number of responses were from Methodist churches. 
■'■Charles P. Kemp, "Who are the Persons With Special 
Needs?" International Journal of Religious Education, 
XXXVIII (February, 1962), pp. 4-5, 36. 
^Stubblefield, loc. cit. 
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A total of I4.I, or 34*00 percent of the churches that re¬ 
sponded was of the Methodist denomination. 
The majority of the churches reported that mentally 
retarded individuals were present within their congrega¬ 
tions. A total of 89, or 74*17 percent of the churches 
reported that there were mental retardates within their 
congregations; and 31» or 25*83 percent reported that 
there were no mentally retarded individuals within their 
congregations. 
A total of l8, or 15.00 percent of the churches re¬ 
ported that there was a sufficient number of mental retar¬ 
dates within the congregation to warrant special provisions. 
A total of 94» °r 78.33 percent reported that there was not 
a sufficient number of mental retardates within the congre¬ 
gation to warrant special provisions. Eight, or 6.67 per¬ 
cent of the churches did not respond to this item. 
Only 13» or 10.83 percent of the churches make 
special provisions for mentally retarded individuals. 
Three of these were Presbyterians, four were Baptist, and 
six were Methodist. A total of 29, or 24.17 percent re¬ 
ported that they did not make any special provisions for 
mental retardates although some were present within the 
congregations. Seventy-eight, or 65.00 percent did not 
respond when asked if any special provisions were made for 
mentally retarded individuals. 
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Of the group of churches that provide for the mental¬ 
ly retarded, 12, or 10.00 percent held special classes. A 
total of 2, or 2.00 percent offered revised literature, and 
one of the churches held a tutoring program. Some of the 
churches which offered special provisions for the mentally 
retarded offered more than one of the types of provisions 
listed above. A total of 107, or 89.00 percent of the 
churches did not respond to this item. 
The Sunday School was the department within the church 
that was reported by the majority of the churches, which 
offered special provisions, as being most responsible for 
the service offered. A total of 9, or 7.00 percent of 
the churches reported that the Sunday School Department 
was most responsible. One of the churches reported that 
the Women's Society was most responsible, one reported 
that the Nurture Council was most responsible, one re¬ 
ported that the Commission on Education was most respon¬ 
sible, and the other reported that the provision was a 
Church Sponsored Inner-City Program. A total of 107, or 
89.00 percent of the churches did not respond to this 
item. 
The Ij. to 7 age group was the group for whom most 
of the churches indicated that provisions were made. A 
total of 8, or 6.00 percent indicated that the I4. to 7 age 
group was the group for whom provisions were made. Six, 
or 5.00 percent of the churches indicated the 8 to 11 age 
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group. A total of 5» or 4*00 percent indicated the 12 to 
15 age group. Two, or 2.00 percent indicated the 16 to 
19 age group; and 2, or 2.00 percent indicated the 20 to 
23 age group. A total of 101, or 84.16 percent did not 
respond to this item. 
Although the majority of the churches did not make 
any special provisions for mentally retarded individuals, 
some of the churches indicated that they propose to ini¬ 
tiate provisions. A total of 18, or 15.00 percent of the 
churches indicated that they propose to initiate provi¬ 
sions for the mentally retarded. Fifty-seven, or 47.50 
percent indicated that they did not propose to initiate 
special provisions. A total of 45» or 37.50 percent of 
the churches did not respond to this item. 
Of the group who proposed to initiate special pro¬ 
visions for the mentally retarded, 14» or 11.00 percent 
indicated that special classes would be the proposed ser¬ 
vice. A total of 3, or 3.00 percent of the churches pro¬ 
posed revised literature. One of the churches proposed 
Vacation Bible School. A total of 105, or 87.50 percent 
of the churches did not respond to this item. 
In the review of related literature, some of the 
ministers expressed the fact that they felt that making 
special provisions for the mentally retarded was not a 
responsibility of the church. A total of 93» or 77.50 
percent of the churches used in this study indicated 
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that they agreed that making provisions for the mentally 
retarded was a responsibility of the church. However, 
12, or 10.00 percent of the churches that responded in¬ 
dicated that they disagreed. A total of 15, or 12.50 
percent of the churches did not respond to this item. 
The types of special provisions offered for the 
mentally retarded as indicated by the survey of related 
literature are significantly the same as those offered 
by the churches used in this study. 
Conclusions.—The analysis and interpretation of 
the data seem to warrant the following conclusions! 
1. The majority of the churches that participated 
in the study fell within the 100 to 599 member¬ 
ship range. 
2. The majority of the churches that participated 
in the study was of the Methodist denomination. 
3. The majority of the churches involved in the 
study reported that mental retardates were 
present within the congregation. 
1+. The majority of the churches reported that they 
did not have a sufficient number of mental re¬ 
tardates within the congregation to warrant spe¬ 
cial provisions. 
5* The majority of the churches involved in the 
study did not offer special provisions for 
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mentally retarded individuals although mental 
retardates were present within the congregation. 
A small number of the churches, however, did 
offer provisions for the mentally retarded. 
6. The majority of the churches that reported offer¬ 
ing special provisions for the mentally retarded 
indicated that they provide special classes. 
7. The department within the church that was re¬ 
ported as most responsible for the service 
offered the mentally retarded was the Sunday 
School. 
8. The majority of the churches reported that they 
provided for the mentally retarded age group of 
k to 7. 
9. The majority of the churches reported that they 
did not propose to initiate provisions for the 
mentally retarded although mental retardates were 
present within the congregation. 
10. Of the churches that proposed to initiate spe¬ 
cial provisions, the majority of them indicated 
special classes as the proposed provision. 
11. The majority of the churches in Atlanta that are 
affiliated with The Greater Atlanta Council of 
Churches agreed that making special provisions 
for the mentally retarded is a responsibility 
of the church 
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12* The types of services offered for the mentally 
retarded as identified through a survey of the 
literature are significantly the same as the 
ones offered by the churches of Atlanta. 
Implications.—The implications of this study are 
listed below: 
1. The foregoing study implies that churches can 
make some efforts to provide for the mentally 
retarded in churches of Atlanta to enable them 
to gain the fellowship, inspiration, and teach¬ 
ings of the church. 
2. It appears that other denominations in addition 
to the Methodist can become more active in 
making special provisions for mentally retarded 
individuals. 
3. This study suggests that churches should be re¬ 
sponsible for enabling the mentally retarded 
individual acquire his spiritual growth. 
4» It would appear that departments within the church 
other than the Sunday School may be responsible 
for the special provisions offered mentally re¬ 
tarded individuals. 
5. However small the number of mental retardates 
represented within the church may be, it appears 
that some type of provision may be made. 
57 
Recommendations.—It is the belief of the writer 
that the findings of this research warrant the following 
recommendations : 
1. That more churches of Atlanta initiate programs 
for the mentally retarded although only a few 
members are retarded. 
2. That further research be done that will include 
all of the churches in Atlanta concerning the 
provisions for the mentally retarded. 
3. That more of the churches work in a cooperative 
effort in providing for mentally retarded indi¬ 
viduals . 
[(.. That the churches of Atlanta be made aware of 
the problem of mental retardation and develop 
a personal interest in each individual. 
5. That provisions made by the churches, through 
their preachings and teachings, permit easy 
application by each individual to his own per¬ 






Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
June 1, 1966 
Dear Minister: 
I would like your assistance in completing the 
enclosed questionnaire or in transmitting it to the 
proper authority within your church. The information 
is needed as part of a study which I am conducting as 
part of the requirements for the Master's of Arts de¬ 
gree at Atlanta University. Your church has been 
chosen as one which may help me in my study. 
The study concerns the provisions that are made for 
mentally retarded individuals in Atlanta Churches. Your 
respective church can help me by being entirely candid 
in replying to the questionnaire enclosed. Please com¬ 
plete all items in this questionnaire. You are not re¬ 
quired to sign your name to this questionnaire; however, 
you may, if you wish. Any additional comments or sug¬ 
gestions you might wish to make will be welcome. 
It is very important that I receive your responses 
as soon as possible. Please fill out the attached 
questionnaire, and return it in the enclosed self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. Thank you very much. 
Very cordially yours, 




QUESTIONNAIRE CONCERNING THE PROVISIONS FOR MENTALLY 
RETARDED INDIVIDUALS IN ATLANTA CHURCHES 
The information obtained will be used in a research 
project at the School of Education, Atlanta University, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
1* Place a check by the number that most nearly represents 
the size of your church membership. 
100 - 200  200 - 300  300 - 1+00  
400 - £00  500 - 600  Other 
(Please write in) 
2. What is the denomination of your church? 
Baptist  Methodist  A. M. E.  
A. M. E. Zion  C. M. E.  Lutheran  
Presbyterian  Episcopal  Catholic  
Jewish  Other 
(Please write title of denomination) 
3. To your knowledge, are there any mentally retarded indi¬ 
viduals within your congregation? 
Yes  No  
4. Does the number of persons affected in your congregation 
warrant special provisions for mentally retarded individuals? 
Yes  No  
If yes, to what extent? 
A great deal  some  little  
5. If the answer to No. 4 is yes, does your church make any 




6. If the answer to No. 5 is yes, what type of provisions 
does the church offer for these individuals? 
Revised Literature  Special Classes  
Films  Other Visual Aids 
(Please write type of aid) 
Recreational Opportunities  
(Please write type of recreation) 
Other  
(Flease write type of provision) 
7. Which department within the church is most responsible for 
the service offered? 
Sunday School  Young Adult Organization  
Men's Organization  Women's Society  
Other 
(Please write name of group or department) 
8. For what age groups are the provisions for mentally re¬ 
tarded individuals made? 
U- - 7  8-11  12 - 15  16 - 19  
20 - 23  24 - 27  Other 
(Please write in) 
9. If special provisions are not already being made for mental¬ 
ly retarded individuals in your congregation, does your 
church propose to initiate such provisions? 
Yes  No  
10. If the answer to No. 9 is yes, place a check by the 
nature of the proposed activity. 
Special Classes  Films  Revised Literature   
Other 
(Please write activity) 
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11* Some churches make provisions for mentally retarded 
individuals. Does your church feel that it has the 
responsibility for making provisions for mentally 
retarded individuals? 
Agree  Disagree  Strongly Disagree   
Please feel free to write additional comments: 
12. Please place a check by the blank that represents the 
person who filled in this questionnaire. 
Minister  Secretary of Sunday School  
Secretary of Church Education Department 
(Title) 
Other    
(Please write title and department) 
13. If you have no objections, please write in the name of 
your church . 
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